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EFFECT OF NEOCOLONIALISM IN AFRICAN STATES
This paper involves the manner in which African countries have moved on since the onset of neo-colonialism. It involves the history of neo-colonialism, the effect on their social, cultural and economic progresses and drawbacks with the influence of colonialism.
Neo-colonialism involves a practice of employing globalisation, economics, conditional aid and cultural imperialism to control a state instead of applying the previous colonial systems of direct military manipulation. It mainly exercises cultural, political and economic pressures to dominate other countries, most especially former dependencies. Power is a crucial tool in the old and modern periods. With it comes either positive or negative impact towards the economy of a particular state under control. The first goal of colonialism is political domination. The second objective is to effect the manipulation and exploitation of the colonized state. Most African countries were colonised by the Europeans and with that came different effects in affected countries.
Colonialism in Africa took place between 1800 to the 1960s. This phenomenon goes hand in hand with imperialism. Imperialism refers to a policy of expanding the power and influence of a country through colonization, mainly by use of military force or other form of excessive force that can manipulate a state (Langan 2008, pg32). The onset of neo-colonialism was due to changes in the means of production in Europe. An example of this change was the emergence of industrial revolution. Industrial revolution paved way for a new production process that replaced the former economy based on slavery. 
Industrial revolution was an absolute trend in mankind history around the 1900s. It brought about the challenge of how to grease machineries. By this time, slavery and slave trade had accomplished their function of availing primitive capital (Rodney 1982 pg48). The expedition for the investment of the gathered capital and the want for raw materials resulted in colonization of Africa. Colonization of African countries was brought about by a number of factors. The main influence of industrial revolution was that it led to increase in production. This progress went quicker than the agricultural progress making it difficult for the agricultural sector to provide raw materials required in the industry. This brought about the need for European powers whereby the British would go out of the nation to search for additional raw materials.
Kwame Nkrumah, the first president of Ghana stated that the colonialism concept warns us of the negative impact of uncontrolled forms of trade, aid and direct investment as connected to wellbeing of African countries and poverty reduction. His concept emphasizes how African state supremacies can be undermined to mere flag independence by external policies that control the African nations.
Africa was manipulated and left in debts based on loans offered to them with the hope of boosting their economy. The colonialists brainwashed the African leaders and lured them into putting their countries at stake with how they exercised their manipulative power, a rich agricultural and minerals territory was left swimming in poverty and menace due to the controlling systems of colonialism.
Neo-colonialism brought with it a number of effects on many African countries. The main impact was that it resulted in under-development of the African colonies in a number of ways. However, Western education was a big influence in Africa, which replaced most of the traditional ways of dealing with life by the Africans. This meant western civilization was taking the gear in the region. This civilization on the shores of Africa meant that a positive change was taking place, since positive growth was beginning to take the lead. Colonial education was aimed at training interpreters, artisans, clerks among other skilful jobs.
Additionally, there was disconnection in the type of goods produced by the Africans. The colonialists forced Africans to major in production of goods destined for export. The same Africans were never encouraged to produce goods to be used by the local population. This led to abandoning production of local food to feed the growing African population. With this, there was escalation in food prices and even food shortage. The current state where Africans now import food to their states is a colonial carry-over. The major impact here is that colonialism twisted the satisfaction of foreign needs, most especially the industries.
Moreover, neo-colonialism disarticulated African trades and markets. The traditional systems of trade that were deeply rooted in African land were disrupted and completely changed with the arrival of neo-colonialism. Numerous traditional African routes and centres were previously majored on local needs. Colonialism changed this original need the indigenous marketing centres to new marketing centres since it rendered them inappropriate. The colonialists formed new marketing routes and centres where their essential raw materials could easily be purchased and moved back home. As a result, there was decay and collapse of most of the original marketing routes and centres and thus the African pattern of urbanization and development was paralyzed.
The African trade and economy was prematurely integrated into the world market and international trade. A local economy must have well developed internal forces and dynamics before fully integrating itself into the world economic marketing strategies. This was not the case for African trade. The consequence of this was that these African countries were hijacked by the more advanced European countries. Furthermore, African countries that were prematurely integrated into the world market did not absorb shock from the international systems and therefore did not enjoy comparative advantages and trade balance. Most of these countries that entered the international trade prematurely lost most of their economic profits.
The pattern of export-import positioning of African economy that was introduced by the colonialists does not allow for multiplier and accelerator effects that are necessary for economic development and growth to date. Raw materials that were produced by African workers were not used in Africa but abroad. This meant there was no linkage between the industrial and agricultural sectors in Africa hence the African economy could not advance since the surplus profits from the economy are not spent within the economy. This resulted in lots of economic losses.
Neo-colonialism also resulted in disruption in social amenities provision. The urbanization pattern was also distorted in many African nations (Nnoli 1980 pg78). A number of the little social amenities provided during the colonial era were only centred in one place. This led to rural-urban migration since most of the social amenities were concentrated in the urban areas. Most Africans left the.ir homers to look for greener pastures in towns that were urbanized, leaving the rural areas unattended for as they were the roots of agriculture. In addition, there was a consequence of overcrowding in urban areas and hence the problems of urbanization. Overcrowding resulted in filthy environments, spread of epidemic illnesses, ethnic and tribal differences and poor hygienic conditions. These menaces have remained as a major problem in many African nations to date.
An additional impact of neo-colonialism in Africa was the arrival of classes and class struggles in political life of the people and socio-economic situation of the African community. Colonialists paved way to the development of these classes in Africa. The main classes that emerged were peasant classes, petty bourgeoisie, comprador bourgeoisie and proletariat. The African petty bourgeoisie served as a catalyst which the colonialists exploited the economies of African countries. The peasants were termed poor and the high ranked classes would use mishandle them by overworking and exploiting their services.
 	Colonialism did not permit industrialization in Africa. Africa was assigned the task of producing primary goods and raw materials in the international labour division. It also intensified tribalism and ethnicity among African colonies. These strategies were applied by the colonialists to divide the African people in order to prolong their rule and power in those states. A British colonial policy known as “Divide and Rule” was one strategy used by colonialists in Nigeria to divide the people and cause conflicts, which gave them the mandate to manipulate the people of Nigeria and exploit their land.
Another effect of colonialism in Africa is that it introduced a duplicate economic structure within the economy of African states. There was distortion in the African traditional education, trade, transport, currency establishment and market (Ake 1980 pg. 58). They introduced a mono-cultural system for the domain. They also went ahead to dehumanize the human labour in Africa. Africans were forced to work in colonial plantations at very minimal wages and expelled from their land. The African traders and middlemen also lost their businesses since the colonialists introduced new systems. This brought about confusion in the manner of trade, way of living and other factors that defined Africans.
One critical impact of colonialism in Africa is that on the African colonies. Neo-colonialism is responsible for the current situation where there exists a dichotomy between the centre and periphery states. The centre nations constantly exploit the periphery nations. Periphery nations produce raw materials which are seized by the centre nations. This has rendered Africa as a periphery region due to the colonization. This is seen when African nations produce numerous raw materials which are then controlled by the colonialists who are the centre system. It is still evident to date, where countries like Congo produce coal but most of the mining areas are under the colonial governments.
Irrevocably, colonialism moulded both political and economic structures of African dominions to be in line with the need for metropolis (Ake 1981 pg. 90). It made sure that the African political and economic structures serve the scrutiny of their home regime, which was the European power. The African form of power was brushed off completely leaving African leaders to serve as the mediators between the colonialists and the local African people. Conclusively, neo-colonialism, in all purposes was an injustice to African countries based on all the negative effects that it brought about to these nations.
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